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Introduction

The Philippines is known for its cheap prices and friendly national character, as well as its
popular tourism with over 630 thousand Japanese tourists visiting the Philippines in 2018.
Many may have an image of the Philippines as an accessible resort island rich in nature.
However, it carries a serious poverty issue. The inequality between the rich and the poor is
greatest amongst ASEAN nations, with the top 1% of the wealthy owning more than 50% of
the nation’ s assets.

The Philippine government regards the reality of poverty as a serious issue, and as a
solution, focused on the lack of education that is seen in 36.9% of the poor in the
Multidimensional Poverty Index. An action was taken by the government through the means
of an educational reform, K-12. This reform called for an extension of compulsory education
to 13 years, which included 1 year of kindergarten, 6 years of primary school, 4 years of
junior high school, and 2 years of senior high school, unlike their old 10—year compulsory
education system. According to research conducted by UNESCO and UNICEF(2012),
improvement in education has an enormous effect on the social growth of children in poor
families, and ultimately expect to enrich in their lives. With the K-12 reform, the quality of
education increased and lead to an improvement of living standards. Abulencia(2015)
concluded that as a result of the K—12 reform, the Philippines has achieved the same level of
human resource development compared to neighboring ASEAN nations. However, there is no
research on the home level influence of K-12 reform.

The international debate regarding education has shifted from primary and secondary
school to Early Childhood Education (ECE), which targets the years between birth and
primary school. Ikemoto’ s(2011) discussed the success of ECE policies in European nations,
taking New Zealand’ s playgroup activities as an example of how New Zealand not only
supports the infants, but also the parents. In Japan, the Japanese Cabinet Office(2019)
announced a change in the environment of ECE and has implemented a new law for
kindergarten nationwide to be free of charge for every 3 to 5 year old. Both cases analyzed
ECE from a macroscopic standpoint, but yet to conduct a microscopic analysis.

Due to the compulsory kindergarten education in the Philippines, the kindergarten
enrollment rate doubled in numbers from 2006 to 2015, according to the World Bank(2018).
However, the percentage of children aged 3 to 5 that participate in ECE is still limited to 30%,
the lowest amongst other East Asian nations. Additionally, while there is plentiful research
conducted regarding education in Manila like Abulencia(2015), there is no research paper to
be found on ECE education for 3 to 5—years old in the slum neighborhood on the island of
Cebu.

Therefore, this thesis aims to close the gap and offer some insight into the ECE education

activities taking place in Cebu, with evidence from the fieldwork conducted about an NPO



organization Tulay Sa Kinabuhi (TSK). One of the many actives run by TSK is their ECE
center called HOPE Children’ s Center (HOPE), and through HOPE, the importance of having
an education center specialized with ECE in the slum neighborhood is discussed. Then, a
proposal will be made for TSK to expand HOPE as a means to promote the educational
opportunity to more children living in poverty. The first chapter presents the current
education situation in the Philippines, and further explain the K-12 reform. The second
chapter discusses the reason behind the hot debate of ECE, with 2 cases taken from Japan
and Europe. Based on the fieldwork conducted at Cebu, the third chapter introduces TSK and
HOPE, as well as the success and impact it has made on the lives of those attending the
center. Lastly in the fourth chapter, the expansion of the center will be proposed, through the

discussion and analysis conducted in the second and third chapters.

References

BT ERIA R . AR T, ANER. ABER., WA IT 71— L/ —VIBEZEZE X
FREAFBRELEARKI—ILE/—b21)—X2019-ep01, 20194
MAEEFRERRBEBELTIEINAYREET - REBEKR—HNEOEMEZF D]
[BBEHEFHIIZE88%E, 20114, pp.27-45
http://dl.ndl.go.jp/view/download/digidepo 10615938 po ART0009750540.pdf?contentNo=1
&alternativeNo=
-OECD[#R4h KRB KB IE. LATFK A DFEITIIDOMIOECD, 20054
c R XHTAFRE B DIREMNRI O RI-HREE DEZEIBERDE 165, 20094
https://berd.benesse.ip/berd/center/open/berd/2009/03/pdf/16berd 07.pdf
ERKRE-TI1ELDEEFRICE TARFHBORKEREIBEEFHFIESS
5. 20144, pp.26-28
https://www.istage.jst.go.ip/article/ecoedu/33/0/33 KJ00009554747/ pdf
-REFTH#E. REFT. BECELEFOEELIZDOLNTI20194, pp.1-3
https://www8.cao.go.ip/shoushi/shinseido/outline/pdf/free_ed—setsumei2.pdf
BAGF M RBEDEILENRBBEOHEZ BB ESFEREIFESSE. 2011
£ pp.87-102
https://www.istage.jst.go.jp/article/eds/88/0/88 87/ pdf
Ry ERRMAFK L 2—TEIEFE CETELRRE GRM) IRyt 2008
. pp.4-10
https://berd.benesse.ip/berd/center/open/report/kosodate/2008 youji/hon/pdf/data
00.pdf
FHEDAVEL OB EHEBREEFBAME-2013FERBEFILREDA /UMK
SFEE - AL SR I 2B 195, 20184F, pp.59-66
https://niad.repo.nii.ac.jp/index.php?
action=pages view main&active action=repository action common download&item id=500
&item no=1&attribute id=22&file no=1&page id=13&block id=17
- XEBRI R B RERBRDBEERED LLE 20064 . pp.1-10
http://www.mext.go.jp/b menu/kihon/about/06121913/002.pdf
Abulencia, Arthur S. “The Unraveling of K-12 Program as an Education Reform in the
Philippines,” South-East Asian Journal for Youth, Sports & Health Education, 2015,
pp.229-240.
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Arthur Abulencia/publication/283084339
The Unraveling of K-12




12
Program as an Education Reform in the Philippines/links/57f9fc5808ae280dd0bdd45b/The
—Unraveling—of-K—12-Program—as—an—Education—Reform—in—the—Philippines.pdf

*Hart, Betty and Risley Todd R., Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experiences of
Young American Children, Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co, 1995.

«JETRO Manila Center, “Cebu Special,” Philippine IT Service Industry Update Report, No. 7,
2005, pp.1-12.
https://www.jetro.go.ip/philippines/tp/itupdate 2005.html/Apr05.pdf

*National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, 7he Timing and Quality of Early
Experiences Combine to Shape Brain Architecture, Harvard University, 2007.
https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna—ssl.com/wp-—
content/uploads/2007/05/Timing Quality Early Experiences—1.pdf

*National Scientific Council on the Developing Child, Excessive Stress Disrupts the

Architecture of the Developing Brain, Harvard University, 2014.
https://46y5eh11fhgw3ve3ytpwxt9r-wpengine.netdna—ssl.com/wp—
content/uploads/2005/05/Stress Disrupts Architecture Developing Brain—1.pdf

Philippines Statistical Authority, 2075 Family Income and Expenditure Survey, 2017.
https://psa.gov.ph/sites/default/files/FIES%202015%20Final%20Report.pdf

=Selcuk, R. Sirin, Socioeconomic Status and Academic Achievement: A Meta-Analytic Review
of Research, Review of Educational Research, Vol.75, No.3, 2005, pp. 417-453.

*UNESCO and UNICEF, Early Childhood Care and Education, UNESCO Bangkok, UNICEF
EAPRO and UNICEF ROSA, 2012.
https://www.unicef.org/End Decade Note — Education for All new.pdf

* World Bank, Making Growth for the Poor —A Poverty Assessment for the Philippines, 2018.
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/29960/Making—Growth—
Work—compressed—final.odf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y




