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Introduction

The Philippines is known for its cheap prices and friendly national character, as well as its 

popular tourism with over 630 thousand Japanese tourists visiting the Philippines in 2018. 

Many may have an image of the Philippines as an accessible resort island rich in nature. 

However, it carries a serious poverty issue. The inequality between the rich and the poor is 

greatest amongst ASEAN nations, with the top 1% of the wealthy owning more than 50% of 

the nation’s assets. 

The Philippine government regards the reality of poverty as a serious issue, and as a 

solution, focused on the lack of education that is seen in 36.9% of the poor in the 

Multidimensional Poverty Index. An action was taken by the government through the means 

of an educational reform, K-12. This reform called for an extension of compulsory education 

to 13 years, which included 1 year of kindergarten, 6 years of primary school, 4 years of 

junior high school, and 2 years of senior high school, unlike their old 10-year compulsory 

education system. According to research conducted by UNESCO and UNICEF(2012), 

improvement in education has an enormous effect on the social growth of children in poor 

families, and ultimately expect to enrich in their lives. With the K-12 reform, the quality of 

education increased and lead to an improvement of living standards. Abulencia(2015) 

concluded that as a result of the K-12 reform, the Philippines has achieved the same level of 

human resource development compared to neighboring ASEAN nations. However, there is no 

research on the home level influence of K-12 reform. 

The international debate regarding education has shifted from primary and secondary 

school to Early Childhood Education (ECE), which targets the years between birth and 

primary school. Ikemoto’s(2011) discussed the success of ECE policies in European nations, 

taking New Zealand’s playgroup activities as an example of how New Zealand not only 

supports the infants, but also the parents. In Japan, the Japanese Cabinet Office(2019) 

announced a change in the environment of ECE and has implemented a new law for 

kindergarten nationwide to be free of charge for every 3 to 5 year old. Both cases analyzed 

ECE from a macroscopic standpoint, but yet to conduct a microscopic analysis.

Due to the compulsory kindergarten education in the Philippines, the kindergarten 

enrollment rate doubled in numbers from 2006 to 2015, according to the World Bank(2018). 

However, the percentage of children aged 3 to 5 that participate in ECE is still limited to 30%, 

the lowest amongst other East Asian nations. Additionally, while there is plentiful research 

conducted regarding education in Manila like Abulencia(2015), there is no research paper to 

be found on ECE education for 3 to 5-years old in the slum neighborhood on the island of 

Cebu.

Therefore, this thesis aims to close the gap and offer some insight into the ECE education 

activities taking place in Cebu, with evidence from the fieldwork conducted about an NPO 
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organization Tulay Sa Kinabuhi (TSK). One of the many actives run by TSK is their ECE 

center called HOPE Children’s Center (HOPE), and through HOPE, the importance of having 

an education center specialized with ECE in the slum neighborhood is discussed. Then, a 

proposal will be made for TSK to expand HOPE as a means to promote the educational 

opportunity to more children living in poverty. The first chapter presents the current 

education situation in the Philippines, and further explain the K-12 reform. The second 

chapter discusses the reason behind the hot debate of ECE, with 2 cases taken from Japan 

and Europe. Based on the fieldwork conducted at Cebu, the third chapter introduces TSK and 

HOPE, as well as the success and impact it has made on the lives of those attending the 

center. Lastly in the fourth chapter, the expansion of the center will be proposed, through the 

discussion and analysis conducted in the second and third chapters.
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