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I am not one of those who think the raising of funds for the purpose of
employing the poor is a very efficacious mode of relief, as it diverts those
funds from other employments which would be equally if not more producive
to the community. That part of the capital which employs the poor on the
roads for example cannot fail to employ men somewhere and I believe every

interference is prejudicial.
Ricardo (1952), p. 116.
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Say and I would say that by turning revenue into Capital we shall obtain
both an increased supply and increased demand, — but if the same capital
be so created I do not approve of its present application, — taking it out of
the hands of those who know best how to employ it, to encourage industry of
a different kindand under the superintendence of those who know nothing of
the wants and demands of mankind and blindly produce cloth or stockings
of which we have already too much, or improve roads which nobody wishes

to travel.
Ricardo (1952), p. 121.
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